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Members of Magnificat High School's business club attend a Veale event at Ideastream.

Best known as the “granola man” around the University School campus, eighth-grader William
Willoughby caught the entrepreneurial bug hawking his Hola Granola mix at school events and farmers
markets. 

Last month, Willoughby sold out of hundreds of dollars of his secret-ingredient granola in less than
three hours manning a booth through the Youth Entrepreneur Market, a new program at Shaker Square
& Crocker Park North Union Farmers Markets. The program is funded by The Burton D. Morgan
Foundation and The Veale Foundation, and it's designed for youngsters with startups. 

“He had samples and he was really good at approaching the customer and pitching them about the
quality of ingredients and why they should buy from him,” said Greg Malkin, founder and director of
University School's Entrepreneurship Institute. Willoughby was one of more than 50 boys who learned
the basics of running a business through the University School Entrepreneur Club. 

“In talking to his parents, it has been a transformational experience for their son,” Malkin said. “They
have seen the light bulb click on for him. He is expanding his product line to granola bars and he has
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been spectacularly successful.” 

Willoughby is not alone. Hundreds of high school and middle school students at the region's prep and
parochial schools are embracing entrepreneurial programming and education. They are mastering
concepts of finance, economics and marketing. They are developing business plans for real, viable
businesses they can start for less than $1,000. In some cases, they are even managing successful
businesses well before they earn their high school diploma. 

It's all a part of a growing trend of teaching entrepreneurship — and all its applicable life skills such as
ownership, self-confidence and overcoming failure — to younger students and allowing them to
immerse themselves in experiential programs that take them out of the classroom and away from
traditional schooling. 

Take Hawken School, which this year conducted its three-credit semester program in entrepreneurship.
The rigorous curriculum spans four months and involves students working in groups to solve keep-you-
up-at-night problems for real entrepreneurs and create their own business models that they present
Shark Tank-style to a panel of investors. 

“The students cover a huge amount of terrain in real knowledge and develop soft and hard skills that
are critical,” said Doris Korda, associate head of school and director of entrepreneurial studies at
Hawken School. Korda has gained national attention for developing her curriculum and will be teaching
an educators workshop this summer. 

“Hawken is a very progressive school and we're focused on doing school better,” she said. “But in many
cases we're still approaching high school education the same way we did in the 1940 and 1950s when
it was a completely different world. The real world needs skills like creativity and problem solving skills,
communication skills and the ability to face complete uncertainty and constant change.”

Getting an early start

Nine private Greater Cleveland schools participate in the Veale Youth Entrepreneurship Forum, an
initiative that began in 2012 with a mission to provide exceptional education and real-world
experiences in entrepreneurship, said Cynthia L. Bailie, executive director of The Veale Foundation. 

“We fulfill that mission by running an annual business plan competition among the nine schools,
supporting a Young Entrepreneur Market where student-run businesses can gain experience selling
their products directly to customers, supporting the expansion of entrepreneurship classes and clubs on
Forum school campuses, introducing students to the robust entrepreneurial ecosystem in Northeast
Ohio, and facilitating the sharing of knowledge among Forum members about what works in
entrepreneurship education,” Bailie said in an email. 

During the 2013-2014 school year, nearly 1,000 students were engaged in some aspect of the forum
program from the following participating schools: Beaumont High School, Benedictine High School,
Gilmour Academy, Hathaway Brown School, Laurel School, Magnificat High School, Saint Ignatius High
School, University School and Montessori High School at University Circle. 

“There is literally nothing like it in the world,” said Malkin, who was selected by the foundation to lead
the forum. “You've got private schools coming together focused on entrepreneurship education and
teachers are coming together to share best practices.” 

The forum began with eight schools — Montessori High School was added the most recent school year
— that had high interest in expanding entrepreneurship education for their students and who were
current grantees of the foundation started by Tinkham Veale, II, a lifelong, serial entrepreneur. Each
school receives an annual $10,000 grant. 

At University School, more than 50% of the high school is involved in some aspect of entrepreneurship
studies and 15 percent of the student body “majors” in business. 

“We have a very robust program that starts in third grade,” Malkin said. “One of the things that we've
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seen is students who don't have success in schools who are not A students, these entrepreneurial
studies give them a reason to come to school and a reason to study. They find relevance with what
they are learning, they become more engaged in school and their GPA rises.”

Vital skills

The entrepreneurship program is pass fail at Hathaway Brown's Center for Business & Finance, said
director Kevin Purpura. 

“Our girls come into the program with little to no understanding of any the topics we're going to talk
about and I wanted it to be not graded. I wanted it to be a process,” Purpura said. 

The program has two components: traditional classroom instruction and experiential learning through
business plan development and competition. 

“The classroom instruction is really business school-like. We look at topics such as leadership,
management, accounting, finance, economics, strategy and marketing,” he said. 

“What I'm finding is more and more of our girls are considering finance or accounting or economics at
the college level than ever before.” 

Purpura said when Hathaway Brown began experimenting with this type of programming five years
ago, there was a tremendous amount of interest from students, parents and board members. 

“In my mind, we're not trying to push girls into business or push girls into becoming an entrepreneur,
but we also know that these skills are vital if they are going to be successful in whatever they are
doing,” he said.

Their world has changed

At Magnificat in Rocky River, more than 200 girls studied entrepreneurial concepts and applied them to
student-based projects in economics and entrepreneurship classes, said Dottie Perez, business
technology teacher and moderator of the Magnificat Business Club, which is heavily involved with the
entrepreneurship programs. 

“We've been focusing on entrepreneurship for five years and the two years under the Veale program
has allowed us to really explode the program,” Perez said. 

Forty-five girls worked together to operate The Blue Streak Bistro, a completely student-run business
that is open after school every Tuesday and Thursday. The girls bake and sell cookies, popcorn and
Mitchell's ice cream that they buy at wholesale from co-owner Mike Mitchell, a big supporter and local
mentor to the club. 

Connecting with the city's vast network of entrepreneurs and resources has had another notable effect
on her students, said Korda of Hawken. 

“It's been really exciting to see how you can bring many different parts of the Cleveland community
into working together as part of the program, she said. 

“We have people from universities, business accelerators, venture capitalists, and others throughout
Cleveland who are incorporated into some aspects of the class and that's been really great for the kids
and it completely alters their world view,” Korda said. 

“I've had kids come out of our program saying I never before this thought I would want to stay in
Cleveland after college, but it's a great city.”

0LikeLike

http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business?template=printart
mailto:?body=Best%20known%20as%20the%20%26ldquo%3Bgranola%20man%26rdquo%3B%20around%20the%20University%20School%20campus%2C%20eighth-grader%20William%20Willoughby%20caught%20the%20entrepreneurial%20bug%20hawking%20his%20Hola%20Granola%20mix%20at%20school%20events%20and%20farmers%20markets.%20Last%20month%2C%20Willoughby%20sold%20out%20of%20hundreds%20of%20dollars%20of%20his%20secret-ingredient%20granola%20...%0A%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140615%2FSUB1%2F306159995%2Fschools-help-students-get-down-to-business&subject=Schools%20help%20students%20get%20down%20to%20business%20%7C%20Crain's%20Cleveland%20Business
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140615%2FSUB1%2F306159995%2Fschools-help-students-get-down-to-business
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?summary=&title=Schools%20help%20students%20get%20down%20to%20business&mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140615%2FSUB1%2F306159995%2Fschools-help-students-get-down-to-business&ro=false&source=
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Schools+help+students+get+down+to+business+%40crainscleveland&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140615%2FSUB1%2F306159995%2Fschools-help-students-get-down-to-business


6/16/14 7:09 PMSchools help students get down to business - Cleveland Business News - Northeast Ohio and Cleveland - Crain's Cleveland Business

Page 4 of 5http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business

Home

Subscription Center

E-Newsletters

RSS

Facebook

LinkedIn

Twitter

Advertise

Crain's Media Kit

Newstand Locations

2014 Editorial Calendar

This Week's
Issue

Breaking news

Manufacturing

Health Care

Financial/Legal

Government/Nonprofit

HR/Staffing News

Ohio Energy

Real Estate

Small Business

Technology

Archer Awards

30th Anniversary

CFO of the Year

CIO of the Year

CLE2030

Euclid Avenue

Health Care Innovators

Medical Mart & Convention Center

NorTech Innovation Awards

Crain's Shale Event Series

Who to Watch

Who's Who in Business

News

Features

Resources

Archives

Buy and Sell a business

Classified Ads

Custom Publishing

Editorials/Opinions

Events Calendar

House Calls

LoopNet Property Search

MBA Guide

Multimedia

Podcasts

Photo Galleries

Recent Poll Results

Lists/Directories

Crain's Lists Online

Purchase Book of Lists

Bioscience Directory

Economic Development Organizations Directory

Executive Search Firms & Staffing Firms Directory

Food Economy Directory

Health Care Directory

Logistics Directory

Minority-Owned Business Directory

Ohio MBA Directory

Women-Owned Business Directory

Events

Reader Comments

Readers are solely responsible for the content of the comments they post here. Comments are subject to the site's terms

and conditions of use and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or approval of Crain's Cleveland Business. Readers whose

comments violate the terms of use may have their comments removed or all of their content blocked from viewing by other

users without notification. Comments may be used in the print edition at editorial discretion.

Safety issues raised at Cleveland Clinic
1 comment • 6 days ago

Cindy Greiner — This article speaks
volumes about where Cosgrove's true
interests lie. Col. Antoon picks the …

Cleveland: the 2016 convention
underdog that isn't
2 comments • 5 days ago

MELVIN GAINES — I hope that Cleveland
emerges victorious in this effort. For all of
the media coverage …

Ohio is again going to be a
battleground state -- this time in …
5 comments • 10 days ago

1sess — Mr. Brakey is absolutely correct.
As one of a number of citizens who
testified, I had nothing to gain …

'Fab Labs' allow the general public to
experiment with 3-D printers, …
1 comment • 4 days ago

Dave — let alone paying for his family to
attend ANY university - if they don't want
to come to dad's school (I say …

ALSO ON CRAIN'S CLEVELAND BUSINESS

0 Comments Crain's Cleveland Business  Login

Sort by Best Share 

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

WHAT'S THIS?

Subscribe Add Disqus to your site

Favorite 

https://home.crainscleveland.com/clickshare/advantageRedirect.do?URL=https://sec.crain.com/CL/launchpad.aspx?PromotionCode=W4CLWBN&d=order
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/email_products
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/RSS
http://www.facebook.com/groups/47780492158/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1842140&trk=anet_ug_hm
http://twitter.com/#!/CrainsCleveland
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20111120/STATIC/311209998
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/media_kit
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061204/STATIC/61204014
http://www.crainscleveland.com/assets/pdf/CC913941022.PDF
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/breaking
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/MAN
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/HEALTH
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/FIN
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/GOV
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/staffing
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/Ohio_Energy
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/REALESTATE
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/smallbusiness
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/TECH
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/HRLeaders
http://www.crainscleveland.com/marketing/30th/30th.html
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/CFOevent_event
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/CIOevent_event
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/CLE2030
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/EUCLID
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/HEALTHCARE_INNOVATORS
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/medmart
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/NORTECH
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/SHALE_EVENT
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/WHOtoWATCH
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/whobusiness12
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/ARCHIVES
http://www.bizbuysell.com/partner/cleveland-businesses-for-sale/
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/CLASSIFIEDS
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/custom
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/depth
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/EVENTS
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/House_Calls
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/loop_net
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/MBA12
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/crainstv
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/audio
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/PHOTOGALLERIES
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=POLLARCHIVE
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/crains-lists
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/crains-lists?djoPage=product_details&djoPid=28387&djoTry=1357921383
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/bioscience
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/econdev
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/EXECUTIVE_DIRECTORY
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/food
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/hcd
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/LOGISTICS_DIRECTORY
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/minority
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/MBA12
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/wob
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140610%2FBLOGS07%2F140619973%2Fsafety-issues-raised-at-cleveland-clinic%3AwWadx-L006boJ-4MIfOL1F3ncJw&imp=2nhlk2621ug57r&prev_imp=2nhk1bf15s7lu0&forum_id=2625149&forum=crainscleveland&thread_id=2766693796&major_version=metadata&thread=2752635975&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140610%2FBLOGS07%2F140619973%2Fsafety-issues-raised-at-cleveland-clinic%3AwWadx-L006boJ-4MIfOL1F3ncJw&imp=2nhlk2621ug57r&prev_imp=2nhk1bf15s7lu0&forum_id=2625149&forum=crainscleveland&thread_id=2766693796&major_version=metadata&thread=2752635975&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140611%2FBLOGS08%2F140619943%2Fcleveland-the-2016-convention-underdog-that-isnt%3A3nRqR-WopWV6_2uP88Xond8X5Mc&imp=2nhlk2621ug57r&prev_imp=2nhk1bf15s7lu0&forum_id=2625149&forum=crainscleveland&thread_id=2766693796&major_version=metadata&thread=2755900367&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140611%2FBLOGS08%2F140619943%2Fcleveland-the-2016-convention-underdog-that-isnt%3A3nRqR-WopWV6_2uP88Xond8X5Mc&imp=2nhlk2621ug57r&prev_imp=2nhk1bf15s7lu0&forum_id=2625149&forum=crainscleveland&thread_id=2766693796&major_version=metadata&thread=2755900367&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140606%2FBLOGS05%2F140609855%2Fohio-is-again-going-to-be-a-battleground-state-this-time-in-the-energy-wars%3AmZ331uPPFtqg_HDOQ7F62Aye4Qk&imp=2nhlk2621ug57r&prev_imp=2nhk1bf15s7lu0&forum_id=2625149&forum=crainscleveland&thread_id=2766693796&major_version=metadata&thread=2741609376&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140606%2FBLOGS05%2F140609855%2Fohio-is-again-going-to-be-a-battleground-state-this-time-in-the-energy-wars%3AmZ331uPPFtqg_HDOQ7F62Aye4Qk&imp=2nhlk2621ug57r&prev_imp=2nhk1bf15s7lu0&forum_id=2625149&forum=crainscleveland&thread_id=2766693796&major_version=metadata&thread=2741609376&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140612%2FBLOGS03%2F140619902%2Ffab-labs-allow-the-general-public-to-experiment-with-3-d-printers-high-tech-manufacturing-tools%3A7A4fxZ8K3fzFAGv1kYb6iCko-Kg&imp=2nhlk2621ug57r&prev_imp=2nhk1bf15s7lu0&forum_id=2625149&forum=crainscleveland&thread_id=2766693796&major_version=metadata&thread=2759237982&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainscleveland.com%2Farticle%2F20140612%2FBLOGS03%2F140619902%2Ffab-labs-allow-the-general-public-to-experiment-with-3-d-printers-high-tech-manufacturing-tools%3A7A4fxZ8K3fzFAGv1kYb6iCko-Kg&imp=2nhlk2621ug57r&prev_imp=2nhk1bf15s7lu0&forum_id=2625149&forum=crainscleveland&thread_id=2766693796&major_version=metadata&thread=2759237982&zone=internal_discovery
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business#
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business#
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business#
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business#
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business#
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business#
http://disqus.com/
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business#
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=crainscleveland&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business#
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20050421/STATIC/50420008
http://oascentral.crainscleveland.com/5c/www.crainscleveland.com/sub/sub1/article_20140615306159995/L23/160555849/Bottom2/crain/CCL_OH_ARCHER_TICKETS_ROS_MLT_0614/ROS_ArcherTickets_728x90.gif/414e464178564f66642f454141467552?_RM_HTML_CALLBACK_=oas_tag.displayAds&q=education&q=special-section&q=weekly-section


6/16/14 7:09 PMSchools help students get down to business - Cleveland Business News - Northeast Ohio and Cleveland - Crain's Cleveland Business

Page 5 of 5http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20140615/SUB1/306159995/schools-help-students-get-down-to-business

This Week's Issue

Weekly Editorial Feature

Weekly Issue PDFs

Forty Under 40

In-House and General
Counsel

Health Care Heroes

Who's Who in Law

Women of Note

West 25th

Stocks of local interest

Webinars

White Papers

Local Business Events

Submit Your Events

Coming Crain Events

Affiliates

Crain Publications

©2014 Crain Communications Inc.
Use of editorial content without permission is strictly prohibited. All rights Reserved

Crain's Links | Contact Us | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy

http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/toc
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/WEEKLY_FEATURE
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/toca
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/40UNDER40
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/GENERAL_COUNSEL
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/HEALTHCARE_HEROES
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/wholaw13
http://www.crainscleveland.com/marketing/women.html
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/W25th
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/stocks
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/webinars
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/WP
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/events_calendar
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/Events_Submit
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/event_home
http://www.crainscleveland.com/section/crain-brands
http://www.crain.com/
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/qwikNavsearch?QwikNav=links_home
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/qwikNavsearch?QwikNav=contact_home
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/qwikNavsearch?QwikNav=terms_home
http://www.crainscleveland.com/apps/pbcs.dll/qwikNavsearch?QwikNav=privacy_home

